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SACRAMENTO

CENTRAL

DELEGATION!
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Please read this entire letter! 
By now, we hope that your student has come home curious and excited about this year’s Youth & Government program.  We advisors are committed to providing your delegates with a great experience that will prepare them for a lifetime of responsible citizenship and fulfilling Y&G’s motto: “Democracy must be learned by each generation.”


I’m attaching to this letter some information – some of it is a review of things you’ve already signed, some of it is new. Please take moment to review these papers – and go over the information with your delegate.  


It is essential that you review the terms of the Code of Conduct again with your delegate.  Y&G runs a tight ship – it makes for a safe and positive experience for everyone in the program. Please make sure your delegate understands the program’s requirements and the consequences for violating the Code of Conduct. Bear in mind: parents bear the burden of retrieving their delegates from the conferences when the code is violated.  We have never had a problem with this in our delegation and we don’t foresee a problem this year – but the information is still very, very important.


You’ll note as well the payment schedule for program fees. Your delegate should have submitted payments totaling $550 by the time we depart for the first conference on November 13, unless you have made arrangements with Sam Doffo for an alternative payment schedule. If that has been done, no need to worry at this time. We are committed to ensuring that cost concerns do not prevent delegates from participating in this program, but we need your cooperation in the process.

You have already filled out a medical release and information form. Let us know if you have updated contact information or emergency contact numbers.  Please note: it is absolutely vital that we are aware of your delegate’s medications or existing medical conditions, including over-the-counter medications, allergies, or conditions such as asthma.  This information is kept confidential by advisors, but we must be informed in the unlikely event that a medical emergency arises and we cannot contact you directly.  Please help us keep your delegate healthy and happy by keeping us informed.

Lastly, I’ve included a copy of the “survival guide” for next week’s conference.  Your delegate will be responsible for lugging his or her bags. It is a SHORT TRIP! Advise them to PACK LIGHTLY! We know this can seem impossible for the fashion-conscious teen of today. But really, we’re there a very short amount of time, and luggage space is at a premium.  Also, remind your delegate that they will not be allowed to charge any electronic devices at Camp Roberts.  We are staying in older buildings where the wiring wasn’t installed to handle 50 kids’ iPod or cell phone chargers. They are not permitted to use cell phones or iPods during conference sessions. If seen, these items will be confiscated and returned when delegates return home. Battery power can be conserved by turning these devices off during most of the delegates’ days. Advisors and program staff will have cell phones for emergency use.

INFORMATION ABOUT TRAINING AND ELECTIONS CONFERENCE I
NOVEMBER 13-15, 2009
There are three conferences during the Y&G program. The first, Training and Elections Conference I, takes place between Friday, November 13 and Sunday, November 15, 2009.  The conferences are planned to take advantage of the Veterans’ Day, long weekend for most schools.  Note that if your delegate still has school that day, Y&G has been ruled an approved absence under state law.
The conference takes place at Army National Guard Camp Roberts, located outside Paso Robles, CA.  It is a significant distance from Sacramento. We will be traveling to Cam Roberts on school buses which will DEPART from the Sacramento YMCA promptly at 3:30am on Friday, November 13.  Note that says “depart,” not “you should arrive at.”  And Yes, that is “AM” – as in “3:30 in the morning.”  
Plan to arrive to the lower parking lot of the YMCA (by the train tracks) by 3:00am to ensure a prompt departure.  

Please note: do not park in the lower parking lot. The buses need room to maneuver to load luggage and delegates.
THE NOVEMBER 12 MEETING, the day before the conference, IS MANDATORY FOR DELEGATES.

The conference ends on Sunday, November 15 – generally around noon. We will likely be back at the YMCA between 5pm and 8pm on Sunday.  We will keep the front desk at the YMCA informed of our status.  Please ensure that someone will be available to pick up your delegate upon our return as the advisors have additional post-conference duties to which they must attend and cannot supervise your delegate for an extended period of time.  Delegates not collected within an hour of our return to the YMCA will be billed according to YMCA child care rates.
If you have any questions at all about the upcoming conference or the program in general, please don’t hesitate to contact me at (916) 508-3299.








Sincerely,








Christiana Dominguez








Lead Advisor








(916) 508-3299 cell
I have read the attached information regarding the Training & Elections I conference.  I understand that if my delegate must arrive by 3:00am on Friday, November 13, 2009 or that I will be responsible for driving them to the conference myself because the buses leave at 3:30am and will wait for no delegate.

________________________________


_______________________________________

Delegate’s signature





Parent/Guardian’s signature
(please return just this bottom portion of the form and retain the remainder for your reference)
�











